August 1, 2001

and violates all principles of fiscal responsi-
bility.

V\¥hi|e | agree that the request for $1.3 bil-
lion in emergency relief for the damage cre-
ated by Tropical Storm Allison is a true emer-
gency, the budget resolution does not allow
for the allocation of emergency designations in
regular appropriations bills unless those funds
are offset. Under this Congress’ budget rules,
this bill requires a waiver from the Rules Com-
mittee as well as clearance from the Budget
Committee because of this emergency des-
ignation. These waivers were provided, which
irresponsibly circumvents our budget process.

More worrisome, however, is the fact that
this Congress is perilously close to spending
Medicare and Social Security surplus funds. |
am concerned that by releasing these funds
under the emergency designation—without off-
sets—this Congress sets an early precedent in
the FY ’02 appropriations process to spend
more than budget resolution allocations.

As you are aware, recent press reports sug-
gest that the updated economic forecast the
Congressional Budget Office will release in
August is likely to show no available surplus
beyond the Social Security and Medicare trust
funds in fiscal year 2002 and that Congress
may have to dip into those trust funds by
nearly $41 billion in FY 2003. More trouble-
some is the fact that these shortfalls do not
even account for many of our other stated
needs like a comprehensive energy policy, a
prescription drug benefit, and the President’s
request for additional defense spending.

This Congress made a commitment to the
American people that we would not vote to
spend one single penny of the Medicare and
Social Security Trust Funds. | will honor that
commitment. Spending restraint, fiscal respon-
sibility, and honoring our commitments do not
come about by good intentions, but by reso-
lute actions.

Mr. Chairman, in an effort to honor that
commitment, | will adhere to the levels in the
budget resolution enacted by a majority of this
Congress. | will oppose any efforts to increase
spending beyond those levels without offsets.
This includes any emergency designation, re-
gardless of its merit.

The VA-HUD appropriations bill violated the
budget resolution and, despite the many good
programs contained in this bill, it busts the
budget and threatens the Social Security and
Medicare Trust Funds. | urge my colleagues to
honor their commitment to protect these funds;
| urge my colleagues to vote no on H.R. 2620.

—_—

THE UKRAINE CELEBRATES 10
YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE AND
PROMOTION OF DEMOCRATIC
IDEALS

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2001

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, on August 26,
2001, the Wisconsin Branch of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America and the Co-
operation of Ukrainian Churches and Civic Or-
ganizations will commemorate 10 years of
Ukrainian independence from the United So-
viet Socialist Republics.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

For over a thousand years, the Ukraine na-
tion and the Ukrainian people have bravely
faced adversity and have struggled to gain
independence as a sovereign nation.

The Ukraine was a country constantly under
siege, suffering onslaughts from Muscovy, Po-
land, Lithuania and the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. In the 13th century, the empire gradually
began to disintegrate into city-states that
would become the modem-day countries of
Russia and Belarus. The Ukraine was able to
gain independence for a very brief period in
the mid 1600’s and again achieved a brief
independence following WWI, from 1917—
1918. However, during the inter-war period,
the Ukraine was partitioned between the So-
viet Union and Poland and remained under
the communist regime until 1991.

The 20th century history of the Ukraine is
marked by the repression of the Soviet re-
gime. In 1986 Americans watched in horror
along with the rest of the world as the tragedy
of Chernobyl unfolded before our eyes. The
Chernobyl disaster, along with the USSR’s
mishandling of the environmental cleanup,
sparked a new spirit of nationalism in the form
of “Rukh,” the Ukrainian People’s Movement
for Restructuring. Rukh nationalism and in-
creased freedom  brought about by
Gorbachev’s “glasnost” policy led to the dec-
laration of Ukrainian independence on August
24,1991.

The years of exploitation by the communist
government left the Ukraine struggling to es-
tablish a viable socio-economic infrastructure.
The residents of the Ukraine, with the assist-
ance of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA) are committed to help
strengthen Ukraine’s development as a demo-
cratic, market-orientated state.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA) is a non-profit educational
and charitable institution that seeks to pre-
serve and disseminate the rich intellectual and
cultural heritage of Ukrainian Americans. The
UCCA also serves as a vehicle by which
Ukrainian Americans provide humanitarian aid
and assistance to the residents of the Ukraine
and Ukrainians throughout the former Soviet
Union.

So, it is with a spirit of hope for the future
of the nation of the Ukraine, that | join with the
Wisconsin branch of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America and the Cooperation of
Ukrainian Churches and Civic Organizations to
congratulate the Ukrainian people on 10 years
of independence. May the Ukraine prosper
and enjoy many more decades of independ-
ence, freedom and democracy.

REMEMBERING PROF. LAWRENCE
P. KING

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2001

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
along with my colleagues Representative CON-
YERS and Representative WATT, to fondly re-
member Prof. Lawrence P. King who passed
away on April 1, after a long and courageous
struggle with cancer.
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Prof. King was the most widely renowned
bankruptcy scholar of our time, and had
served as an invaluable advisor to Congress
and the Courts regarding Bankruptcy Law. For
years, Prof. King generously gave of his time
through his involvement with the National
Bankruptcy Conference, which has served as
the leading non-partisan adviser on the na-
tion’s bankruptcy laws since the 1930’s. Prof.
King has frequently testified on the bankruptcy
laws, and was particularly valuable in offering
advice in connection with the seminal Bank-
ruptcy Reform Act of 1978. As a result of his
tireless assistance, it is no understatement to
say that Prof. King has had as significant an
impact on our bankruptcy laws—which are the
envy of the world—as any other individual.

| first came into contact with Prof. King
when | became the Ranking Democratic Mem-
ber of the Subcommittee on Commercial and
Administrative Law. Prof. King’s knowledge of
the law, compassion for the common man,
and extraordinary sense of humor continued to
be a tremendous help to the work of the com-
mittee especially during the very challenging
struggles over the past few years to maintain
the integrity of the Code. He both lived and
taught in the Eighth Congressional District of
New York, a fact about which | remain espe-
cially proud. My colleague, the distinguished
Ranking Member from Michigan, met Prof.
King while still a student at Wayne State
School of Law, and like many other lawyers,
whether starting out or seasoned, was
touched by Prof. King's personal and profes-
sional greatness.

Time and space do not permit me to recite
all of Prof. King’'s accomplishments, but a few
highlights deserve notice. He taught at New
York University School of Law from 1959 until
his death. For the last 22 years, he was the
Charles Seligson Professor of Law. He also
served as a member of the Judicial Con-
ference’s Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy
Rules; as a consultant to the Commission on
Bankruptcy Laws of the United States, which
produced what ultimately became the 1978
Bankruptcy Code; as a Senior Advisor to the
National Bankruptcy Review Commission, es-
tablished by Congress as part of the Bank-
ruptcy Act of 1994; and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, as the editor-in-chief of the authoritative
treatise “Collier on Bankruptcy.” In addition to
serving as a member of the National Bank-
ruptcy Conference, Prof. King has been hon-
ored as a fellow of the American College of
Bankruptcy, and had received the College’s
Distinguished Service Award and the Law
School’s Alumni Achievement Award.

He was the founder and driving force behind
the NYU Workshop on Bankruptcy and Busi-
ness Reorganization which, for 26 years, has
trained attorneys in the field of bankruptcy and
insolvency law, keeping experienced practi-
tioners up to date with the latest developments
in the

Prof.  King’s remarkable professional
achievements and intellect are only part of the
story. He understood the ethical and moral
underpinnings of the fresh start and the reha-
bilitation of debtors. Everything he did was in-
fused with his personal compassion and eth-
ical standards. In his final speech to the Amer-
ican College of Bankruptcy, just two days be-
fore his death, Prof. King made an impas-
sioned plea for the preservation of the fresh
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